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LIGHTS IN THE SKY. 


An are of brilliant light spanniag the horizon from 
the north to the west at abont 10 o’clock last night 
was phenomenal because of the latenessof the season 
| The altitude of the central portion of the arc, of the 
Northern Streamers (Aurora Borealis), was about 
ten degrees. The colors, from brown to violet, were 
more -briliant than are usually seen in the temperate 
yone, and resembled very much the aurora seen 1p 
the Arctic regions in August and September. Above 
the arethe stars shone brilliantly, but below it they 
were seen as through a thick fog. Toward mid- 
night, the antes changed their formation and at 
times seemed to shoot up in ra When they ap- 
pear in the late winter or early spring, they are 
generally the forerunners of colder weather. 

Soon after midnight the sky presented a magniti 















cent appearance, The display became cor- 
ruseated, and shortly before 1 a mm, 
{the nucleus was directly in the zenith, 


The city seemed enveloped ina cirrus of vertical 


| fibres, more or less wavy, reachiug from the 
the horizon to the zenith <A large 
) number of people stood on the 








pavements or in the parks, and others leaned 





out of the windows witnessing ihe grand 
display. ‘The aurora was also accompanied by 
marked disturbances both ain the = diree 
tion of force and_ terrestrial magnetism. 
At the Western Union Telegraph office 
it was stated that these disturoances were }| 
first felt about 10:30 p. m., and at} 
midnight the eilect was_ rerious, the wires | 
at all _ points being obstructed. It was} 
stated also that, with the exception of the ! 
cables to the northward, the telegraph had | 
not been affected by the anrora before | 
for more than a_ year. At 1 <s% mi { 





the waves of the aurora began to dissipate, but the 
scenes in the heavens continued brilhant with the 
varied tints and colors, 
THE DISPLAY AT BALTIMORE, 
BaLrimonre, April 16.—The display of-auroral 
lights to-night is unusually brilliant, extendlug from the 





horizon to the z 
northern hemisy . 
CARMINE, BLUE AND WHITE. 

PouGcHKeeErsinf, N. Y., April 16.—There wag 
2 splendid display of aurora borealis to-night. The 
shafts ran from the northern horizon to the zenith, and 


lw in colors of carmine, blue and white. At midnight | 
wayes of ligt centred at the zenith, advancing and ie- 
ceding for several minuies, 
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Se lot he 
Prof: ‘ 
Special sudweying party who have been col- 
jecting fossik specimens in various parts of 
the pew west\for a geological museum, ar-| 
ved in Denyer yesterday and registered at , 
the St. James; Prof. Britton is acting as aid 
to the government geological survey, and 
Mr..Dayisand others nave been acting as his 
assistan!s. ‘The party have been onthe Un- 
ion Pacific road as far as Evenstown, Wyo.. 
and have collected a great 1.umber of plants 
whichjhave been sept t» Dr J.S. Newbury, 
of Columbia college, N. Y. ‘They propose to 
' continue the work in those parts of Colorado 
| where fossil plants are most found, such as 
\localities around Golden. Golddust and | 
|Floreeant. The new west has been found to 
| be quite rich in fossil remains. Belts of ; 
| rocks on the eastern a d western side of the | 
Laramie rangeshow many fine specimens of |~ 
fossil plants, 4 The collections mide by the 
party show that in former times this whole 
western countjy was covered with vast |_ 
forests of trees, allied to those of the presen|. 
day but of different species. These fores’s 
rivalled in extent’ and grandeur anytbing 
known in the ptesent age. These fossil 
leaves and®* ferns are found, for the most 
part, in shales and sandstones accompany- 
ing coal beds. ~ 
The coal of the Roeky mountains is com- 
posed in a large degree of the debris of these 
ancient forests. The collections thus far 
made by the party have been confined to 
rocks of the tertiary age, but similar fossils 
exist in the rocks of the preceding geologi- 
cal epoch—the cretaceous. These fossils of | 
the cretaceous period are found in the sand- |. 
stones of the Dakota group—so called, of 
Kansas and Nebraska. These cretaceous. 
plants are of great geological interest, ss 
they indica‘e the first appearance of the 
flora which now covers the earth’s surface. 
Prof. Britton showed to THe News re- 
porter last evening a box filled with very 
fine specimens from Floresant. They con- 
sist of leaves, ferns and the bodies of small | 
hesoterim!| eOf mrad>whith after- | 
wards hardened into good sized pebbles. 
Theseleavyes belonged to small oaks and 
other trees of a species closely allied to the 
| pine. The leaves are found in a very perfect 
= ‘state. The Floresant fossils a'so exhibit 
| leaves of sassafras, walnut, buttonwood, and 
indon-tsees simier torpeci® of the present © 
day. The collections are sent as rapidly as\_ 
-|}made to Dr. J. S. Newbury, professor of © 
geology in Oolumbia college, N. Y. and. 
weil known in the West as a mining expert. | 






















| classification and then forwarded to the 
National Museum at Washington, D. C. 
Prof. Britton and his men have now been | 





They will be sent to him for description and ——_ 




















at work a month. They will not be able | 
to ex#fimine the ‘coal regions near Trinidad, | 
as they complete their labors by the fifteenth 
of the present month. Another member of | 





hunting on the upper branch of the Mis- | 
souri river. | 
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A cyclone of remarkable energy swept down upon ¢ , 
New York, Brooklyn, Jersey City and Long Island — Y 
Jast night, just sbout the time peopie were 

| sitting down for their evening meal. It came up f— -— Ped 
| from the southwest with the speed of a meteor, | 
| gaining power as it progressed, and finally burst | ~ 
fn all ite fury, causing great damage in several | 
places, It departed as quickly as it came, but it “* 
playod long enough to play havoc here and there. 'y 
it was accompanied by pouring rain, sharp streaks 
of wicked-looking Mghtning and warning peals of ic 
thunder. 

It caused more trouble in Manhattanville than | 
enywhere else, Itswept up from Riverside drive + 
Jike a racehorse, and crossing an open lot not far a 
east of Gen. GranVs tomb, picked up a blacksmith’s | 
thop on Manhattan street and hurled i with 7 
great force against the dwelliug-houses on the 
opposite side of the strect. The heavy timbers |7 
of the building were thrown with such violence ; — 
as to unroof two buildings, damaging one irrepar- i 
ably and shattering windows, shutters and doors in 
jour others, ‘Trees and telegraph poles alike suc- 
ecumbed to the storm and were thrown crosswise on | 
the streeis, into dooryards, and the splinters from | 
‘the wreck were even carried into remote back- | 
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_ | Several panes of glass in tie houses near by 


—~ under the awnings an 
| of the crew, however, ap: 


( ‘yabout in a manner alarming to 


~ trying hi 


Te 


the people along the shore hurried Into the hotels. 
had gained shelter the storm 
burst and the rain fell in torrents. 
The wind forced the rain in through casements and 
doorways. The canvas coverings of the merry-go- 
rounds and at yender stands were blown from 


'. Their fastenings and the tables in the out-door res- 


taurants were overturned. The mamoth elephant 
shook and tne big iron observatory swayed to and 
A shower of hail-stones was poured down and 
completed the ruin in several of the more exposed 
bootns. The hail pattered against the windows of 
the Hotei Brighton, apd after the storm it lay in 
small heaps along the sides of the building. 
‘Two women standing in front of the hotel near 


» the band stand weré caught by the wina and nar- 


rowly escaped being blown into the water. They 
lost their hats and parasols, and were taken into 
the hotel parlors wet through by the rain. ‘The 
wind lashed up a Ingh sea that washed over the 
iron pier and threw the spray over the walks from 
West Brighton to the Oriental Hotel, making the 
Walk useless, 

The beach railroad was covered by the crests of 
the waves, and for hal{ an hour no trains were ran. 
A half dozen uprights of the sea-wall in front of 
tone Brighton were broken, and the sea rolled over 
the boat landing. 

Towards the last of the gust that brought the hail- |° 
stones with it the police at the Hotel Brighton saw 
for the first time three women near the entrance to 
the elevated railroad station lying on the prome- 
nade walk clinging to overturned benches, They 


haa left the stage from West Brighton and were 


in the rain when the hatistones be- 
ot daring to go further they lay down 
and gras the benches to keep from being blown 
away. ‘They were taken into the hotel well fright- 
ened and thoroughly drenched. 

When the storm came up & number of bathers de- 
cided to remain in the surf, ne hailstones fell 
mercilessly upon their exposed heads and arms and 
drove them to the bath-houges, One of the bathers 
Was out about his Ls Mt | the falling stones. The 
life-saving crew launched their boat and patroiled 
She beach in the midst of the storm, bul saw no 

need of assistance. The police cousiderately 
until the ow wan over dia aoainaa reach a ea 
| that had been done, ny Merits ors 
, The new station being built at the 
racetrack on the Sea Beach Railr 


hurrying al 
au to fall 


Beach 
|, Vaiued at 
$1,000, was blown down level witn the ground. 
were 
| broken, ‘he dower beds along Mannattan Beach 
, Were wasted out, and some of the uprignts in the | 

fire-works euclosure were blown down. Bencnes, 


j chairs, fag-poles and booths along the beaches | 


| Were torn down, 

Whule the lightning was flashing the iron steum- 
boat Cepheus, crowded with passengers, leit the 
iron pier for the city. ‘There was a heavy sea and 
_ What the Galatea’s Irlends would call a ‘cutter — 
, breeve." When the storm burst in all its fury those 

on the decks were ntened by the rash of rain — ~ 
ran into the saloon. Oue— // , 

and Bucceeded in 
Keeping the crowd back until the women and chil- 
= 4 C —_ 


dren were safe. Still it blew and the rain was 
driven across the surface of the sea like a bank of 
nist, while the foam-cap; waves tossed the boat 
weak nerves. M. 

a face was a8 pale from sickness as from fear, and 
more than one Coney Island dinner went over the 
side, There were some strange sights. A stalwart ' 
man who might have been a butcher, was ra adhe 
is best to be brave and’ soothe his nervous | 





ind seasick Sund 1, Who Was convinced 
-hat the boat an on board were goin: 
to the boitem., ‘Lhe kept the vessel’s | 
“vow well up to the wind and Rare ane berta to | 
che point. By the time Fort Hamtiton loomed up 
cme storm had passed. Before Ridge was __ 
reached, however, another storm was eucountered 
and tue rain fell so that ni was Siatiniguiadie’s — { 
ble beyond the vessel, and the constant wo — 
ine Whistie and the frequent stopping of the engine 
made it seem as though the boat Were feeling her 
way ronan a eS worst are on as ae te 
uickly passed an nthe boat fin er i, A 
ac tall 8 reaching Pier 1 almost on time. Tae | pb 
was well handied duriag the blow. 
in Westchester the storm was very severe, In 
the town of Westchester shade trees were destroyed 
and several barus were wrecked. At Wiiliams-— 
bridge a house in process of construction, owned 
»yJobn Young, was blown down, A barn be- 
to Peter was strack by lightain, 
reported 


and destroyed wi! pty adel So as 
, no lives were lost 7 igs 18& ob 
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